
Benefits of a 4th-5th grade field trip to 
the PaperPaper Discovery Center

Authentic, memorable, outside the classroom, 
connection to science & social studies 
curriculum, woven with a thread of art.

• Wisconsin / US History & Economic Impact of the Paper 
Industry

• Inventiveness & examples of Applied Technology
• Water, a Natural Resource of the Fox Valley, & its 

importance to Papermaking
•Energy, Electricity and Magnetism



Students divided into smaller groups, each having up to 17 
or so.

A series of rotations – everyone does everything! 
Chose among the options for tour and classroom activities 

to fit best with your curriculum

3 Rotations

• Make Paper by Hand

• Guided Tour

• ‘Classroom’ Activities

An optional 4 th rotation
for large groups (if > 45 students)

• Video in theatre



Make Paper by Hand – The Process

1. Tear and blend

2. Form

3. Press, press & press

4. Dry 

Up to 17 students 
through in 30 

minutes!



Hand Made Paper – The Materials 

1.  Fibers, from recycled paper
2.  Water – connect to river

3.  The screen, 
or forming wire / 
fabric



Guided Tour 

Teacher choice regarding 
focus points –
• Energy or Simple 

Machines
• Inventions
• Wisconsin History 

• Participative Discussion
• Connects the Exhibits to 

Curriculum



Explore technology advancements and inventions

New Packaging

Milk that 
doesn’t 
have to be 
refrigerated!



Energy

Egravitational

Ekinetic

Ewater/hydro

3 Ways to 
Transfer from 
one system to 
another

-Working

-Radiating

-Heating
Eelectric

Efood/chem

Esolar

Lots of forms, many  
used in making paper: 



Integrate Wisconsin or US History and the 
Paper Discovery Center Timeline

Could Nicolet have run his 
furs through a beater to see 
if he could make paper from 
them? …And other riddles to solve

Beater

Printing 
Press



Classroom Activities

Paper Strength 
and/or 

Electricity

• To include both, field trip would be extended 
an additional ½ hour for no additional cost. 



Paper Strength

Predict & Test
Which will be stronger?

Explore why?

Chemistry…
opposites attract!

Fibers… explore with the 
microscope



Electricity

Test conductivity

Use an electro-magnet to 
make the doll dance

Light display through 
the years, from old ‘hot’
bulbs to new LED’s

Test 
knowledge 
with Q&A 
board that 
lights up 
when you 
are right

Mini lights - circuits 
& innovation.

Future electrician or 
electrical engineer??? –
Series or parallel??



Video in Theatre

A visual narrative of 
Appleton’s most 

valuable asset – The 
Fox River.

-Created by VISTA (volunteers 
in service to Appleton) in 1990 –

1995.

-27 minutes



Teacher Testimonials
• The Paper Discovery Center is an excellent educational resource. As the paper and 

pulp industry is Wisconsin's number one industry, having a facility that provides the 
opportunity for children to have hands-on experience really brings the learning to life. 
My students truly enjoyed the tour as well as the many activities that were available 
for them to take part in. The paper making station was especially beneficial. I wish we 
had something similar in our part of the state. 

– Tamara J. Danenberg - 4th Grade teacher -Explore Wisconsin Coordinator
– Summer School Program -Osseo - Fairchild Schools…Osseo, Wisconsin

• My class has visited the Paper Discovery Center every year for the past several 
years. The program they offer fits directly into our fourth grade curriculum in 
Appleton. The leaders are very knowledgeable about paper making and make this a 
fun and interesting experience for all. I will continue to bring my students to this 
worthwhile facility every year it is available.

– Sue Thoma - Huntley Elementary School – Grade 4

• I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the whole crew at our Paper Discovery 
Center! They consistently provide my fourth graders with a wide variety of valuable 
experiences when we visit on our annual field trip. My students are totally engaged 
from the moment we arrive at the center. We take part in paper making, paper 
history activities, science lessons, and more! I can honestly say that no one works 
harder to provide a “just right” experience than the group at the Paper Discovery 
Center.

– Joan Moeschberger - Johnston Elementary School, AASD


