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I’m excited to be part of the Paper Discovery Center.    My position as 
the managing director and educational coordinator is a fine marriage 
of my two careers - a research scientist with Kimberly Clark Corpora-
tion and a science teacher.   I look forward to engaging students as 
they explore the paper industry and the science behind it. 
 
I began pursuing my education degree while my own children, Claire 
and Cory, were at an impressionable middle school age.    As a fam-
ily, we’d  visit museums of science and industry and attend public 
science shows whenever possible.   My intention was primarily to 
supplement my educator training, but while doing so I realized an 
amazing fringe benefit.    These family shared activities heightened 
my children’s interest and intrigue for science.   I feel this connection, 
particularly with its family component, is beyond what the schools 
can deliver.  And I believe such out-of-class experiences are impor-
tant ingredients to grow interest in STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Math) careers.    
 
When I was teaching at Winneconne High School I invited a graduate 

to share her recent experience of researching meteors in Antarctica.   The presenter, Nicolle Zellner,  is 
now a professor of physics and astronomy at Albion College in Michigan.  I’ll never forget her response 
to my question, “what led you to pursue a degree in physics and astronomy?”  The answer was an out-
reach program at University of Wisconsin that she attended as a young girl.    She admits that getting a 
PhD was not easy, and is convinced that her planetarium experience at Oshkosh helped her  persevere 
through the challenging curriculum.    Likewise, I hear my coworkers share the heartfelt success story of  
Nathan  Schimmelpfenning , who volunteered at the Paper Discovery Center as a high school student 
and went on to study pulp and paper science at the University of Wisconsin, Steven’s Point. 
 

I  share the excitement of many others as I envision the Paper Discovery Center holding out a tempting 

carrot which may lure students into STEM careers.  This tasty carrot we entice students with is an excit-

ing and interesting career in an industry that can provide a long-lasting, historical impact on a commu-

nity, enhancing its culture and economy.    I look forward to contributing toward this goal! 

Barb Sauer—New Managing 
Director & Educator 

 

Students from Mrs. Vander 
Velden’s 3rd & 4th grade class 
at the Fox River Academy met 
at the Paper Discovery Center 
in January to discover how the 
crown, bark, buds, and twigs 
can be used to identify trees in 
the winter.  This is part of a 
monthly monitoring project in 
the PDC’s Outdoor Learning 
Center.  
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 Educational Programs  

A Family & Friends membership to the Paper Discovery Center at $100+ 
donation level entitles you to be part of the Association of Science-Technology 
Centers (ASTC) Travel Passport Program.  This entails free or discounted 
admission to 275 science centers throughout the nation, including the 
Milwaukee Public Museum.  Based on our calculations, if a family of 2 adults 
and 2 youth went to the current Body Worlds exhibit  
(http://www.mpm.edu/bodyworlds/), they could save 
$70 with the ASTC passport!   
Sign up for your 12-month membership today by filling 

out the form on our website 
www.paperdiscoverycenter.org. Look 
under “Family & Friends.”  There is 
also a link to a list of all ASTC 
participants in the Passport Program.   

Family & Friends 

Hall of Fame 
 

Nominees are being 
accepted for induction 
into the Paper Industry 
International Hall of 
Fame.  The deadline is 
March 31, 2008.   
 
Nomination forms are 
available online at 
www.paper ha l l . o rg .  
They may also be 
obtained from the office 
at 425 W. Water Street, 
Appleton  or by calling 
920-380-7491.   
 
The inductee will be an 
individual who has 
pioneered and/or helped 
the world’s paper and 
allied industries to 
flourish.   

On Saturday, April 12, the Paper Discovery Center is offer-

ing a free crime investigator workshop to science teachers.    
 

One of our dedicated & talented volunteers,  Sally Berben, 
has put together over  100 crime investigation cases focused 

on paper.  As part of the program, she created a chronology 
of paper additives and a hand book which explains the ana-

lytical tests.    

 

Exhibit until June 1 

The administration team from the Appleton Area School 
District held a quarterly meeting at the Paper Discovery 
Center in February.  The day included a scavenger hunt 
that was put together by Dave Lee, our educator, and 
Becky Walker , the Director of Curriculum for Mathemat-
ics/Science/Physical Education/Health.    Feedback in-
cluded many positive comments about our facility and 
interest in future field trips.  Becky Walter summed it up, 
“The Paper Discovery Center was a wonderful place for us 
to appreciate our heritage and to plan for the educational 
future of our students.” 

 

Roger Thiel, Bob Opsteen, Harold 
Miller, and Tom Frawley construct mo-
bile display units for the Paper Discovery 
Exhibits. 

The Paper Discovery Center sponsored a 
Paper Arts Saturday event on Feb 9.  
Sally Berben showed participants how 
to make a Valentine Card with hand-
made paper from our Purdy-
Weissenborn Paper lab.  An additional 
card feature included an origami heart. 
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Bound to Surprise 
Altered Book Exhibit  

(April 1—May 31) 
 

Books are undoubtedly one way that paper has made an extraordinary impact on our lives.  An exhibit 
exploring the definition of the word “book” will be on display at the Paper Discovery Center during April 1 to May 31.  Each 
artist in the exhibit created works of art within the guidelines of the definition of a book, bringing their own personal 
experiences and using a variety of ideas, materials and media.   

PAGE 3 

The Paper Discovery Center says good-bye to a great 
friend, supporter, and visionary. 

George Mueller (1921—2008) 
George Mueller was inducted into the Paper  Industry International Hall of Fame last 
fall.  He was honored for his leadership, research and development, and service. 
George’s career in the paper industry spanned 42 years.  Following military service 
during world war II, he worked for Marathon Corporation in Neenah (1946-1968).  He 
later joined the former Wisconsin Tissue Mills and become the president in 1983.  
Among his technical accomplishments was the development of waxes and plastic 
wraps used in food packaging and folded paper napkins,  George was a long standing 
member of TAPPI and the American Paper Institute, and held leadership positions in 
the Wisconsin Paper Council, and Wisconsin Paper Group.   
 
George was an active volunteer in civic organizations, including: Advisory Board to 
the WI—DNR, Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce, Neenah-Menasha United Way, 
Elks and Rotary clubs.   
 
George is remembered as being a good scientist, a good father and a good friend.  His 
philanthropy and vision made an everlasting mark on the Hall of Fame and Paper Dis-
covery Center.  He showed tremendous courage of his convictions.   Although in body, 
he left us on Feb 1, his spirit and legacy will always remain in our hearts and the halls 
of the Paper Discovery Center.   
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425 West Water Street 

Appleton, WI 54911 

Phone: 920-380-7491 

Fax: 920-731-2704 

www.paperdiscoverycenter.org 

Celebrating All Things Paper - the Wonder and the Legacy 

Paper Discovery Center Donor Pledge CardPaper Discovery Center Donor Pledge CardPaper Discovery Center Donor Pledge CardPaper Discovery Center Donor Pledge Card    
 

Name (List individual & organization) ___________________________________________  Phone _____________________ 
 

Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________  Email _____________________ 
 

I Would Like to Make a Contribution I Would Like to Make a Contribution I Would Like to Make a Contribution I Would Like to Make a Contribution — 
 

Single:  Single:  Single:  Single:  � $100 � $250  � $500   � $1000    � $2500    �$5000    �Other ______________ 
 

MultiMultiMultiMulti----Year:  Year:  Year:  Year:  1/We pledge a gift of $__________over a period of____ years in support of the Paper Discovery Center and the 
many families and children it will serve through education and discovery. 
 

Amount Enclosed: $_________  Balance Due: $________ Please make check payable to: Paper Discovery Center 
 

� I/We would like to donate a gift of securities* to the Paper Discovery Center.  I/We pledge __________   shares of 
__________________________________ . 
                         (name of security) 
 

Thank You For Your Support At This Important Time For Our Organization.Thank You For Your Support At This Important Time For Our Organization.Thank You For Your Support At This Important Time For Our Organization.Thank You For Your Support At This Important Time For Our Organization.    
Ask your employer about matching funds programsAsk your employer about matching funds programsAsk your employer about matching funds programsAsk your employer about matching funds programs!    

 

Mail this card along with payment to:  Paper Discovery Center, 425 W. Water Street, Appleton, WI 54911.   
*Contact our office at 920-380-7491 for transfer instructions or with any questions. 

Gifts are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.   

 

The Paper Discovery Center gratefully accepts 
donations of supplies and equipment.  We will 
gladly supply a tax form.  Our wish list this month 
includes: a speaker / microphone system for 
events, a video camera to display demonstrations 
during field trips, and paper towel tubes.   


